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Belle Meade Links Triangle 
Adopted May 2003 
 

2  Kenner Manor 
Adopted 2019 

80 

Blakemore Planned Unit Dev. 
Adopted March 1989 

8  Lockeland Springs-East End 
Adopted September 1985 

94 

Bowling House District 
Adopted Sept 2017 

12  Maxwell Heights 
Adopted February 2008 

100 

Cherokee Park 
Adopted August 2000 

18  Park & Elkins 
Adopted July 2011 

110 

Eastdale Place 
Adopted April 2017 

22  Richland West End Addition 
Adopted March 1996 

116 

Eastwood 
Adopted July 2004 

32  Salemtown 
Adopted May 2014 

120 

Edgehill 
Adopted September 2018 

36  South Music Row 
Adopted January 1997 

128 

Elmington Place 
Adopted February 2008 

50  Waverly-Belmont 
Adopted January 2016 

132 

Greenwood 
Adopted April 2008 

56  Whitland 
Adopted Spring 2009 

142 

Inglewood Place 
Adopted February 2016 

66  Woodlawn West 
Adopted May 1999 

146 

     

Note:  Belmont-Hillsboro, Hillsboro-West End and Richland-West NCZOs are not a part of this set of design 
guidelines.  Please see individual guidelines for these districts. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF BELLE MEADE LINKS TRIANGLE  

 

Between 1906 and 1915, Bransford Realty Company, the largest real estate 

company in the Southeast, acquired approximately 70 acres of land from the 

Belle Meade Land Company. The plat of the Belle Meade Golf Links 

subdivision, as it was called then, was recorded on November 17, 1915. The 

Belle Meade Links is one of the few surviving examples in Nashville of 

subdivision planning that follows the Garden City Movement.  The Garden 

City Movement is attributed to Ebenezar Howard and his 1902 book 

òGarden Cities of To-Morrow.ó  However, decades earlier, Frederick Law 

Olmstead (1822-1903), designer of New Yorkõs Central Park, perfected the 

ideas of the garden suburb in his plans for Riverside, Illinois.  

 

By the middle of the nineteenth century, it was readily apparent to Fredrick 

Law Olmstead that the normally accepted design of associated with city 

plans was no longer acceptable. While the system of blocks and squares was 

highly efficient, allowing for high-density populations and simplified 

transportation systems, Olmstead found it alienating and impersonal. He 

felt that residential landscapes should knit together a family and a 

community, that natural resources should be protected, and that the 

integrity of the land, respected. Olmstead established a series of design 

principles that were meant to serve this philosophy:  

 

a. Suitability: Designs should use existing topography and not distort 

the natural sense of space.  

 

b. Sanitation: The landscape should promote the physical and mental 

health of the user.  

 

c. Subordination: Whenever possible the overall design of the 

landscape must remain apparent and undisturbed. Architecture 

should integrate with the landscape and not dominate it.  

 

d. Spaciousness: A design should make the landscape seem larger 

and should draw the user in a definite direction.  
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Although formulated in the middle of the nineteenth century, these design 

principlesõ influence was not widely felt until the rise of the automobile in 

the early twentieth century. With their newfound mobility, homeowners 

could venture a good distance from the densely populated unsanitary 

conditions of the urban environment, giving rise to the birth of the suburbs.  

The Garden City Movement took off after the publication of Ebenezer 

Howardõs seminal and influential book.   It was in the first and second 

decades of the twentieth century when these design principles reached full 

flower in suburban residential design with the tireless work of Ossian Cole 

Simonds, designer of Chicagoõs Lincoln Park, and the Olmstead Brothers 

(John Charles and Frederick, Jr.). It was Simonds to whom Johnson 

Bransford turned when he began his development of two areas of Belle 

Meade, the areas now known as Deer Park and Belle Meade Links. Simonds 

is today considered a pioneer of the field of landscape architecture. In fact, 

he co-founded the American Society of Landscape Architects in 1889.  

 

The Belle Meade Links is marked by the long curvilinear sweep of Westover 

around to what is now known as Harding Place and the gentle meander of 

Windsor Drive as it climbs from Harding Place to the inside of the triangle. 

In his book, Landscape Gardening, which is still in print, Simonds says roads 

òshould nearly always be curved to produce the most pleasing result. 

Curving roads are almost always more suitable because they can follow the 

natural contour of the land.ó  

 

These curvilinear streets slowed traffic and allowed designers to create a 

variety of public spaces throughout the neighborhood. In the Links, there 

were three neighborhood parks designed for the use of residents. One of 

these parks, today known as the Triangle Park, was established for the 

exclusive use of the subdivision. The other two were established for the 

private use of residents whose lots abutted those parks. While common 

areas have now become commonplace, in 1915 they were quite unusual. 

Thus, Simonds applied yet another Olmsteadian principle by providing for 

the mental and physical health of Links homeowners.  
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Another aspect of the Links, that is so commonplace today that we forget it 

was a radical departure in the early twentieth century, was the use of 

restrictive covenants. The restrictive covenant was borrowed by Simonds 

from cemetery design. The Links restrictive covenants specified, among 

other things, certain setbacks from the street, òno swine,ó and a prohibition 

on fencing except for those that were concealed by a hedge and were no 

higher than 4 feet.  

 

Since the lots of the Links are only 60 feet wide, it is important that the 

architectural style used on the homes not dominate the landscape. For that 

reason among the oldest homes are one and one half story bungalow 

designs, many with a leaning toward the Arts & Crafts style so popular in 

early twentieth century America. In homes built throughout the 1920s, a 

Tudor style was more frequently employed. In both cases, the architecture 

of the homes is in scale and completely compatible with the design of the 

landscape. It is worth noting that the tall four square design also popular 

during this era is not used in the Links for the simple reason that its scale 

would dominate rather than be compatible with the surrounding landscape.  

 

The principle spaciousness is evident not just in the use of the 

neighborhood parks but also in the top quality landscaping. Each street was 

lined on both sides with oaks and elms. The Links is home to the few 

American Elms that survived the Dutch elm disease blight of the mid-

twentieth century. Today the neighborhood is still graced with many of 

these trees. They invite the user down each street and around each turn 

giving the impression of spaciousness. A look at  the original map of the 

neighborhood will reveal a remarkable landscape plan that specifies gazebos, 

winding paths lined with shrubbery, trees, and flowers.  

 

The use of these Olmsteadian principles resulted in a subdivision that was 

an aesthetically pleasing physical environment. The neighborhoodõs long-

term prosperity is a result of the developerõs adherence to the Olmsteadian 

belief that the creation of such pleasing physical environment would help 

create the conditions under which families could thrive and where a 

community could knit itself together out of a collection of families.  

BELLE MEADE LINKS TRIANGLE  
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History has born out the legacy of Johnson Bransfordõs use of these 

principles. Today, the neighborhood is still intact in terms of scale and 

design. This design has sheltered the neighborhood from the commercial 

intrusions along Harding Road and allowed it to co-exist peacefully with 

non-residential uses. The design makes it popular with Nashvilleõs young 

families, as the gentle sloped terrain and the quiet street make it ideal for 

walking, jogging, and strolling.  
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SUMMARY OF HISTORIC CONTEXT  

 

(This information is not a part of the design guidelines.  It is provided for 

planning purposes and may change over time, as more information is 

learned and the district ages. This information is general for the entire 

neighborhood.  A more immediate context is used for guiding infill design.) 

 

Period of Significance:  1915-1955 

 

Number of Stories: Infill should be one or one and one half stories.  

(There are only two historic two-story buildings in the neighborhood.) 

 

Typical Roof Forms: The most common roof forms in the neighborhood 

are cross gables and side gables.  There are approximately four hipped roof 

homes. 

Typical Building Forms/Styles: Simple bungalows and cottages are the 

most common form and exhibit a variety of styles such as Craftsman, Cape 

Cod, Colonial Revival, Tudor, and Spanish Colonial.  

 

Entrances: Most homes have projecting porches with gable or flat roofs.  

Also common are enclosed vestibules and decorative door surrounds 

without a porch. 

 

Cladding:  The most appropriate primary cladding for infill is brick, as the 

majority of buildings have brick facdes.  Also common are lap siding and 

stone. 

BELLE MEADE LINKS TRIANGLE  
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A SHORT HISTORY OF BLAKEMORE PLANNED UNIT 

DEVELOPMENT  

 

The Blakemore Neighborhood Conservation Zoning District is a small area 

consisting of five buildings and one vacant lot.   The buildings were 

constructed in the early twentieth century as residences and exhibit elements 

of the Tudor Revival, Craftsman, Colonial Revival and Dutch Colonial 

styles. The buildings are situated facing Wedgewood Avenue between 19th 

and 21st Avenues, South along a closed road formerly known as Old 

Blakemore Avenue.  The area is near to the campus of Vanderbilt 

University and adjacent to Hillsboro Village. 

 

Prior to the establishment of the neighborhood conservation overlay the 

properties carried a residential zoning that would have allowed fairly dense 

multi-family development.  Beginning in 1988, the owner of the parcels 

sought a zone change to PUD (Planned Unit Development) to allow 

commercial uses in the buildings.  As a condition for approval, the 

conservation overlay was required to insure that the residential character of 

the existing buildings would be maintained and to further insure that new 

construction would be compatible.  The neighboring residential property 

owners were by and large supportive of the PUD with the conservation 

overlay as a condition of approval. The PUD and overlay zone were 

approved in 1989.   

 

The developers of the PUD originally planned retail and restaurant uses for 

the formerly residential buildings and planned some new infill construction 

also.  The infill building has not occurred.   The five buildings in the district 

are now used primarily as office space.  Several of the buildings have had 

additions to the rear or have had porches enclosed to add additional space.  

The building at 1904 Wedgewood Avenue has been extensively renovated 

including a large addition to the rear.  The building is now occupied by the 

Nashville Chapter of the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences 

and the project received an architectural award from the Metropolitan 

Historical Commission in 1997.   

 

BLAKEMORE PUD  


